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Memories of theswimmingdays atWhite RockLake are keptalive in photography
exhibition

The White Rock Lake Museum and the Bath House Cultural Center present

We Used to Swim Here
Vintage Photography Exhibition

July 10-November 20, 2010

Opening Reception:Saturday, July 10, 2010 (7-9 PM)
Free and open to the public

DALLAS BThe Bath House Cultural Center and the White Rock Lake Museum phiaséRed to Swim

Here, an exhibition of historical photographs dating to the time when swimming was allowed at DallasO
White Rock Lake. The exhibition will be on display at the White Rock Lake Museum (housed inside the
Bath House Cultural Center) from July 10 to November 20, 2010.

An opening reception for the public will be held on Saturday, July 10, 2010 from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM.
Both the exhibition and the reception are free and open to the public.

About the Exhibition:

The nickname used to describe White Rock Lake in the early part of the 20th Century as being Othe
peopleOs playgroundO still appears to be just as fitting today as it was back then. Nowadays, White Rock
Lake is still considered one of the main scenic, recreational, and ecological jewels of Dallas that attracts
many visitors each year. Since the damming of White Rock Creek and the subsequent forming of the

Lake almost one hundred years ago, the natural setting of this destination has been considered a true oasis
in the middle of the city.

From the forming of the lake and up until the 1950s, the lake became a major center of recreation as the
City offered amenities that included a boathouse, a bath house, and a bathing beach. The availability of
these facilities led to activities such as fishing, sail boating, camping, and swimming. The popular spot
provided its scenic beauty, cooling breezes, and recreational opportunities to those who escaped their
homes without air conditioning in search for a good time with their families and friends.



The exhibitionWe Used to Swim Herecludes archival photographs that document the period of history

of White Rock Lake when swimming was allowed. The images were compiled by the exhibition curator,
Enrique Ferntndez Cervantes, from submissions that were turned in by lake area residents who browsed
through old scrapbooks, photo albums and slide carrousels in order to locate photographs of family
outings at the lake during that bygone era of Dallas. Grandparents picnicking by the Bath House, aunts
wearing rented swimsuits, and other images of a joyful time, are part of this show that looks back at the
past.

The main contributors to the exhibition include the Texas/Dallas History and Archives Division of the
Dallas Public Library, as well as longtime Dallas residents Nancy Cole, Judith Haralson Wolfe, Peggy
Morgan, and Paula Selzer, whose short documentanGilwing Up Twins: Two Sides to Every Story
features an interview with Adelyn Hancock and Carolyn Selzer describing their memories of swimming at
White Rock Lake. A screening of Ms. SelzerOs documentary is scheduled for the Fall.

About the White Rock LLake Museum

The Bath House Cultural Center is the home of the White Rock Lake Museum. The museumOs mission is
to preserve and present the human and natural history of White Rock Lake Park and its surrounding
environment. The White Rock Lake Museum was inaugurated in September of 2004. Please visit the
museum’s website http://www.whiterocklakemuseum.arg

Please visivww.bathhousecultural.com for more information.

Press Photographs:
To download print-resolution (300 dpi) JPEG press photographs of the exhibition, please visit the online
press room at http://www.dallaspublicart.info/bhccpress.cfm

Publication of photographs must contain the credit line provided on the webpage. Photographs may only
be used for promotional, educational, or non-commercial purposes.

The Bath House Cultural Centeris a division of the City of Dallas Office of Cultural Affairs. The
center is dedicated to fostering the growth, development and quality of multi-cultural arts within the City
of Dallas. The center emphasizes innovating visual and performing arts as well as other multi-discipline
events throughout the year. Funding for the Bath House Cultural Center is provided by the City of Dallas,
with additional support from the Texas Commission on the Arts.

LOCATION AND HOURS:

The White Rock Lake Museum is housed inside the Bath House Cultural Center, which is located on the
eastern shore of White Rock Lake at the end of Northcliff Dr. off of Buckner Blvd. at 521 E. Lawther,
Dallas, TX 75218 Regular hours of operation are Tuesday-Saturday, 12:00 noon to 6:00 PM; however,
the hours of operation for the month of July and August are Wednesday-Sunday, 12:00 noon to
6:00 PM. For general information about cultural programs at the Bath House Cultural Center, please call
(214) 670-8749 or visit the center’s website at http://www.bathhousecultural.com/
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